Multiple primitive neuroectodermal tumors.
Primitive neuroectodermal tumors are rare, highly aggressive neoplasms that affect both sexes and occur in all age groups. They are a large group of neoplasms with neuroepithelial differentiation, including cutaneous neuroblastomas. Histopathologically they are characterized by a rather uniform population of small, dark cells, with or without Homer Wright rosettes. Immunohistochemically they stain for one or more of the reputed neural markers. Ultrastructurally they show interdigitating processes containing neurosecretory granules, intermediate filaments, and microtubules. We describe a patient with unusual multiple peripheral neuroectodermal tumors localized to the skin, with benign biologic behavior. The patient related the appearance of new lesions for several years without evidence of visceral dissemination or systemic complications. The histopathologic, immunohistochemical, and ultrastructural findings support the diagnosis of a peripheral neuroectodermal tumor.